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Module 

code 

Module Name Credits Details 

EDUC41290 Advanced qualitative 

methods 

10 The aim of the module is to explore 

the theoretical and epistemological 

assumptions underlying both 

qualitative and quantitative 

approaches to conducting research 

within the social sciences, the 

strengths and limitations of each 

approach and the potential 

complementarity when both methods 

are simultaneously employed. Specific 

approaches within the qualitative area 

will be explored in depth. 

IS40730 Quantitative data analysis 5 The understanding of how to collect, 

analyse and interpret quantitative 

data is a core skill for information 

professionals in the data driven age. 

The course will give students a 

background into the processes and 

concepts related to collecting, 

analysing and interpreting 

quantitative data. The course is 

fundamentally practical in nature and 

http://www.ucd.ie/students/generalreferencetimetable.html
http://www.ucd.ie/students/generalreferencetimetable.html


will focus on introducing students to 

the R statistical programming 

language and R studio as well as the 

concepts important in data analysis 

and statistics. The course is aimed at 

students with no previous 

programming, mathematics or 

statistical analysis experience. 

LAW50030 Advanced research in law  

 

5 This module provides an introduction 

to advanced methods and approaches 

in legal research for students starting 

their research degree in law. It helps 

students make an informed choice as 

to which methods best suit their own 

research question (as well as helping 

them craft that question). This is a 

methods course with a strong 

emphasis on skills. 

CSSL40010 Public administration & 
policy   

 

10 The purpose of this module is to 

explore the role played by systems of 

public administration in modern policy 

making. As well as considering a 

variety of theories, models and 

frameworks for understanding the 

relationship between public 

administration and policy, it examines 

some contemporary challenges and 

reforms which are changing the 

nature of this relationship. The 

influence of the EU and international 

organisations on national 

administrative systems also forms part 

of the module. 

CSSL50020 Social sciences research 
methodology 

 

10 This module discusses the logic of 

social science research and provides a 

brief overview of the various methods 

that are commonly in use. The focus is 

on logic of inquiry in the social 

sciences, while the details of the 

various specific methods one can 

apply will be discussed in separate 

courses, on qualitative methods and 

on quantitative methods. 

Many of the topics discussed in this 



course are controversial—

practitioners of social science research 

disagree on fundamental issues of 

research methods, design, 

interpretation, inferences, etc. The 

course will stimulate a critical view 

towards methods and you are 

encouraged to be critical in your 

writings for the course and your 

participation during the course 

meetings. While the assignments can 

be written from different points of 

view and while debate is encouraged, 

the course does provide a somewhat 

more positivist perspective on social 

science. 

POL50050 Qualitative methods II 10 Fundamentals of multiple regression 

analysis, including issues such as 

heteroscedasticity, autocorrelation, 

specification. In the second half, 

attention will be paid to estimating 

and presenting limited dependent 

variable models and multilevel and 

panel data. Roughly covers the 

curriculum of an introductory 

econometrics course, but with 

emphasis on limited dependent 

variable models rather than time 

series analysis for the more advanced 

components. 

PSY40220 Advanced qualitative design 5 Qualitative research methods have 

the potential to make a significant 

contribution to research that aims to 

understand human behaviour. The 

aim of this course is to refresh 

graduate students' knowledge of the 

principles of qualitative research and 

allow them to critically evaluate 

common approaches to qualitative 

design and analysis. This module is 

suitable for graduate students from a 

range of disciplines and for those with 

limited experience of qualitative 

research. 



 

School of Archaeology  

  

Module 

code 

Module Name Credits Details 

ARCH40720  

 

Historical archaeology of 

Ireland 

10 This module deals with the field 

known to most scholars globally as 

Historical Archaeology, but more 

frequently described as Post-Medieval 

Archaeology in Ireland and Britain. It 

refers to the archaeology of the 

modern world, from c.1500, when the 

globe becomes a 'place', to the 19th 

century. This module reviews 

archaeological evidence - landscape, 

material culture, settlement, 

architecture - from the past five 

centuries in Ireland. 

ARCH40730  

 

Researching prehistoric 

archaeology 

10 This module provides a high-level 
introduction to key issues in the 
archaeology of prehistory. Learning is 
based around student-led seminars, 
chaired by academic or research staff 
within the School, examining a range 
of key intellectual and practical 
themes in the construction of the 
prehistoric past. These may include 
themes such as; time and scale; 
depositional practice; settlement and 
ritual; technological change; the 
nature of narratives etc.  

ARCH40870  

 

Intro to GIS in archaeology 5 Studying the past, or managing 

heritage, will require you to think 

spatially and deal with spatial data. 

Space can be considered the glue that 

holds our understanding of the past 

together. It is the one piece of 

information that is common to most, 

if not all, evidence that we have. This 

module introduces you to a series of 

concepts and techniques that will 

allow you to both manage and explore 

heritage data spatially.  



From a practical perspective spatial 

information in Archaeology and many 

other disciplines is most commonly 

considered in terms of Geographical 

Information Systems (GIS). 

Consequently, this module will have a 

focus on introducing you to, and 

giving hands on experience of, these 

technologies and related issues. 

Although this is a module that focuses 

on heritage it may suit other 

postgraduate students who require an 

introduction to spatial methods as 

part of their research. 

ARCH40880 Advanced GIS in archaeology 

 

5 As you will have learnt in ARCH 40870, 

or via your own previous experience, 

Geographical Information Systems 

(GIS) and spatial methods are a crucial 

part of current and future 

Archaeological and Heritage 

approaches. This module builds upon 

your existing foundation of GIS 

knowledge and explicitly explores 

more advanced concepts and 

procedures. In particular there is an 

emphasis on the application of 

analytical methods. As with all 

archaeological and heritage 

approaches at this level of study, the 

module also continues to develop 

your critical, theoretical and practical 

awareness. By the end of the module 

you should be able to evaluate the 

advantages and disadvantages of 

different methods and data sources. 

ARCH40470  Archaeology and world 

heritage management in 
Ireland  

 

 This module looks at the management 

of cultural and cultural landscape 

World Heritage sites from a 

management and research 

perspective. The particular focus is on 

World Heritage Sites in Ireland 

(Republic and Northern Ireland) in the 

context of the goals of UNESCO's 

World Heritage Committee: 



Credibility, Conservation, Capacity-

Building and Communication (the 4 

Cs). A comparative approach will be 

emphasised, placing the World 

Heritage programme in Ireland in the 

context of the UNESCO World 

Heritage Global Strategy. 

ARCH40790  

 

Irish landscape, future views 5 One of the few things that is widely 

agreed about the character of the 

landscape of the island of Ireland is 

that 10,000 years of human life and 

interaction with a diverse geology and 

ecology have created a landscape 

heritage that is regarded as 

outstanding in an international 

context.  

But there is much debate about how 

that landscape heritage could be 

managed, or indeed should be 

managed, to shape a sustainable 

future. Instruments such as the 

European Landscape Convention have 

brought the term landscape into the 

public policy arena but there is little 

consensus in public discussions about 

landscape and there have been 

numerous contentious and divisive 

landscape disputes in recent years. 

Quite different perspectives are held 

and expressed on the values that 

landscape holds for Irish society 

(North and South). These issues will 

be explored in a seminar series given 

by speakers representing a wide range 

of perspectives and outlooks. The 

module will provide students with an 

overview of the principles, current 

practices and trends in approaches to 

landscape and its management that 

will shape the future. 

ARCH40710  

 

GIS and geospatial 

archaeology 

  

 

 (Level 4, Semester Semester One, Credits 5) 



 

 

School of Economics  

  

Module 

code 

Module Name Credits Details 

ECON42110  

 

Topics in econometrics 5 This module equips students with the 
most common cross-section and panel 
data methods employed in current 
research using micro data, e.g. firm- 
or individual-level data sets. Topics 
will be exposed with theoretical rigor, 
and the strengths and limitations of 
the various techniques are addressed. 
Applied examples are offered from 
the literature, and students learn how 
each method can be implemented 
using actual datasets. 

ECON50370  

 

Microeconometrics methods 

and applications*   

2.5 The goal of this course is to introduce 
students to some of the basic 
empirical methods in economics. The 
course teaches the econometric 
theory behind these techniques, 
requires reading of empirical research 
papers applying these techniques, and 
requires implementation of the 
econometric methods using actual 
data sets. The methods will be 
illustrated using applied examples 
from the literature. 

ECON50380  

 

Applied microeconometrics: 

Regression discontinuity 

design* 

 This module provides an in-depth look 
at the applied econometric technique 
known as regression discontinuity 
design. It begins with a rigorous 
explanation of the technique, 
including a detailed presentation of 
the regression discontinuity design 
(RDD) estimator. Then, the module 
covers the validity of the 
discontinuity, ie is RDD is appropriate 
in a given situation? The module 
concludes with recent work about 
extrapolating the results beyond the 
discontinuity. 

 



 

* ECON42110 Topics in econometrics must have been completed successfully completed 
before registering to these modules 

 

  

School of Education  

Module 

code 

Module Name Credits Details 

EDUC40310  Educational psychology: 

Psychology in schools 

10 This course enables participants to 

appreciate the contribution that 

psychology can make to an 

understanding of the dynamics of 

school life and of the school as an 

organisational system. Furthermore, 

an understanding of the practical 

applications of psychological theories 

and intervention strategies will be 

fostered too. 

Among the topics that may be 

considered are: Self-esteem 

enhancement, non-attendance at 

school, the psychology of 

examinations, social psychology and 

teacher stress 

EDUC41520  Children's rights and 

participation 

10 This module provides students with a 
solid grounding in contemporary 
debates about children and young 
people – their rights, participation and 
well-being. It explores changing 
constructions of children and 
childhood and how these vary across 
time and space. It highlights 
paradigms in child research, including 
childhood as development and 
‘becoming’ and childhood as socially 
constructed. The approach is multi-
disciplinary, with an emphasis on 
perspectives drawn from 
anthropology, sociology, psychology, 
law, politics, geography and 
education. 

EDUC42650  Philosophical perspectives 

on education and childhood 

10 This module raises a cluster of 

compelling questions in the context of 

philosophy, education and childhood. 



Over the teaching term discussions 

cover four complementary themes: 

authority, identity, ethics and the 

child.  

In our exploration of these central 

themes we engage with classic as well 

as contemporary philosophical 

thinkers (among them Hannah Arendt, 

Paulo Freire, Ivan Illich, Stanley Cavell, 

Judith Butler, Joel Feinberg, Deborah 

Britzman and Gert Biesta).  

Ranging between primary, secondary 

and tertiary education the module 

opens to the global as well as the Irish 

educational context. 

EDUC40270  

 

Digital learning design 10 The 'Professional Development: 

Digital Learning Design' module is 

intended primarily for teachers and 

other educators new to the field of 

Education ICT, eLearning and /or with 

an interest in using new digital media 

to better effect in their work. The 

module develops further in a 

systematic way concepts and practices 

relating to building personal capability 

in this rapidly emerging and 

challenging area of education and 

practice introduced in Module 

EDUC40260 - Teachers and new TLTs. 

It provides advanced education in the 

skills and understanding needed to 

design, develop and use digital 

materials in an educational setting, 

and to design and resource digitally-

rich courses of training and education. 

EDUC41990 Global classroom 10 This module provides students with a 

general introduction to the basic 

competencies and practical skills 

required of a “generalist” 

development practitioner. The 

module knits with offerings from a 

number of prestigious universities 

around the world, and each week 

students have the opportunity to 



learn from expert practitioners and 

engage in discussion on topics relating 

to development practice and 

education. Course topics are 

grounded in a practical, multi-

disciplinary approach that focuses on 

inter-relationship and capability-

buliding. Both conceptual and 

practical issues are stressed 

throughout. The modules leverage 

innovative web-based technologies to 

share lectures and to facilitate 

international discussion and 

collaboration among students at 

participating universities.  

EDUC41550  Critical policy analysis   

EDUC42640  Research design 5 The aim of this module is to instruct 

and support students in the design, 

planning and preparation of a small-

scale, research project in relation to 

the production of a minor thesis.  

The module seeks to develop 

practical, research design and action 

skills, and also probes deeper 

questions to do with research theory 

and methodology. Course content will 

include: choosing an appropriate 

research topic, developing research 

questions, conceptual and theoretical 

frameworks in research, developing 

familiarity with the principal 

education research paradigms; 

research ethics and navigating the 

UCD ethical clearance process; the 

uses of literature in research; and 

developing a preliminary research 

proposal. 

EDUC41500  

 

Critical discourse analysis   5 Dramatic and far-reaching changes in 

political and institutional 

arrangements globally have reshaped 

the structures and processes that 

make and shape public policy. Now 

more than ever, those with a critical 

interest in policy areas such as 



education need a broad 

understanding of the policy making 

process and, more specifically, of the 

roles of a variety of education actors 

and institutions at the supranational, 

national and sub-national levels in this 

policy process. This module seeks to 

provide the understanding and 

capabilities to engage in policy 

analysis, action and change. 

EDUC41510  Educational psychology and 

positive psychology 

10 This course enables participants to 

appreciate the contribution that 

psychology can make to an 

understanding of the dynamics of 

school life and of the school as an 

organisational system. Furthermore, 

an understanding of the practical 

applications of psychological theories 

and intervention strategies will be 

fostered too. 

EDUC42780  Children’s literature 10 This module encourages a critical 

appreciation of children’s literature 

and is open to students from any 

discipline. We will read a broad range 

of children’s texts, from early-years 

picture books to young adult fiction.  

Exploring the moral and fantastical 

dimensions of children’s writing, we 

will consider specifically how texts 

from Victorian to contemporary times 

have constructed changing notions of 

the child and childhood.  

Towards the end of the module, 

students will have the opportunity to 

critically engage with recent theories 

of language and literacy development 

as they explore together the 

contemporary reading habits of 

children and teenagers. 

EDUC 50060  PhD roundtable 

intermediate 

5 The aim of the module is to bring a 

cohort of PhD researchers together, to 

develop their research and writing 

skills and to foster collaborative work 

and critical thinking. Students will 



learn some of the standard criteria 

used in evaluating academic work, 

and will apply these criteria to their 

own work and that of others. This is 

particularly helpful to students, as 

they learn the characteristics of 'good 

research', and learn to present and 

defend their work. It is also beneficial 

to students who are preparing for 

their PhD viva 

 

 

 

 

 

 

School of Geography  

  

Module 

code 

Module Name Credits Details 

GEOG 40440  

 

Physical geography of cities 5 This course examines cities from the 
viewpoint of physical geography. 
Although less than 3% of the world's 
land area has been transformed to 
urban uses, more than 50% of the 
world’s population now live in these 
places. The form of cities and their 
functions have dramatically altered 
the atmosphere, lithosphere, 
hydrosphere and biosphere at 
different scales. Students are 
introduced to 'urban physical science' 
using the notion of metabolism - flows 
of energy and materials through 
urban systems and the disposal of 
wastes into the air, water and soil.  

GEOG 40450  Critical geopolitics of Europe  

 

10 This module considers the geopolitics 
of Europe. It does so through an 
emphasis on the theoretical and 
conceptual writing on Europe since 
1945. It examines geopolitical 
narratives, reasoning and practice 
under a framework of critical 



geopolitics. Drawing upon Professor 
Jones' research writing on EU 
governance, diplomacy and European 
geopolitics the module examines the 
notions of space and place, situated 
practice, and geo-political narratives. 
Nature and change in Europe is 
interpreted through these 
components. 

GEOG40470 

  

 

International economic crisis 10 This module focuses on the current 

international economic crisis while 

surveying key events and concepts in 

recent history in order to understand 

the current situation from a historical 

perspective. Selected case studies will 

be examined, such as the crises in 

Ireland, the United States, Iceland, 

Greece, Portugal and Argentina. 

GEOG 40630  

 

Development in Asia 10 Contemporary Asia is a dynamic world 

region characterised by extreme 

social, cultural and biophysical 

diversity, as well as rapid 

transformation. This module 

introduces the key  

theories, concepts, themes and 

challenges within the theory and 

practice of development, which are 

examined in relation to the Asian 

context. The main factors 

underpinning processes of economic, 

socio-cultural, political, and 

environmental change in Asia will be 

examined through regional and local 

case studies. Moreover, emphasis will 

be placed on debates over the 

impacts – benefits, costs and  

risks - of different development 

approaches on Asia’s people and 

places. 

GEOG40750  

 

Redrawing Dublin 5  This module provides an introduction 

to, and overview of, the critical issues 

informing and inhibiting successful 

inner city urban regeneration in 

Dublin. There is a strong emphasis on 



strengthening the students' capacity 

and confidence in understanding the 

importance of, and skill in, visual 

communication and "storytelling" in 

empowering communities and 

effecting real change in municipal and 

state policy in urban regeneration. 

During the module, the beneficial 

collaborative nature of 

interdisciplinary "research" and 

"communication" will be highlighted. 

Through an area-based project in 

Dublin's inner city students from 

geography, architecture, planning, 

urban design and related disciplines 

will work together "across" disciplines 

on chosen creative themes such as 

'Size Does Matter' (Apartment Living), 

'Greening the Arc of Disadvantage', 

'Myths of Gentrification', 

'Abandonment of Hope', 'Bigotry of 

Low Expectations'. 

 

 

School of Information & Communication Studies  

  

Module 

Code 

Module Name Credits Description 

IS30020  Web publishing 5 This module introduces students to 

the World Wide Web. It examines 

how the basic tenets of markup 

language theory have influenced the 

development of HTML (Hypertext 

Markup Language). The main focus of 

this module is the practical creation of 

web pages using HTML5. The ability to 

create web pages is an essential skill 

for all graduates, particularly for those 

wishing to illustrate information 

literacy. It is also a core skill for 

information specialists and librarians. 

IS30330  Quantitative data analysis 5 The use of quantitative data to 



explore hypotheses about the world is 

a cornerstone of scientific enquiry. We 

are now living in a world with an 

unprecedented volume of datasets 

which can be used when making real 

world decisions and predictions. The 

understanding of how to collect, 

analyse and interpret quantitative 

data is a core skill for information 

professionals in the data driven age.  

The course will give students a 

background into the processes and 

concepts related to collecting, 

analysing and interpreting 

quantitative data. The course is 

fundamentally practical in nature and 

will focus on introducing students to 

the R statistical programming 

language and R studio as well as the 

concepts important in data analysis 

and statistics. The course is aimed at 

students with no previous 

programming, mathematics or 

statistical analysis experience.  

IS30340  Managing IT for information 

professionals   

5 In order to effectively curate born 

digital information, it is necessary to 

understand how information and data 

are created, stored and accessed. This 

module provides an introduction to 

basic computers of how computing 

and technology function and how it 

can be applied to digital curation 

work. This module may also be of use 

to individual who’s work may require 

them to liaise with information 

technologists-IT has its own language 

and set of norms. This module is 

designed to provide some familiarity 

with IT basics, so as one may more 

effectively communicate with 

computing experts. 

IS40500  Systems analysis and design 5 The purpose of this module is to gain 

theoretical and hands-on knowledge 

of information systems analysis and 



design. This module focuses on: 

understanding the systems analysis 

fundamentals, information 

requirement analysis, system analysis 

and modelling process, and designing 

solutions. 

IS40570  
 

Children & youth 

information services 

5 This module offers to students an 

opportunity to learn about, engage 

and reflect upon the spectrum of 

themes and issues, both practical and 

theoretical, related to providing 

information support to children and 

young adults and the work they may 

undertake in their future careers. The 

module addresses the current themes 

of children's/young adult literature, in 

print and emerging formats but as 

well offer students with an 

introduction, through first-hand 

accounts from practitioners in the 

field, to the practices that are in place 

in delivering information services and 

support for children and young adults. 

The module provides students with a 

multi-faceted perspective on the 

issues related to the information 

needs and behaviour of 

children/young adults and the ways in 

which information professionals can 

most effectively address their needs 

and support their information 

behaviours. 

IS40590  Research methods  10 This module is an introduction to the 

research process and methods used in 

information and library science. It 

covers the early stages of the research 

process, including identifying 

important and realistic research 

topics, critiquing literature and 

conducting a literature review, the 

role and uses of methods, research 

ethics, and presenting research. 

IS40600  Foundations of information 

studies 

5 Information studies, by and large, is 
concerned with developing and 



managing collections of information 
resources, representing and 
organising information, assisting and 
educating users, as well as managing 
and leading libraries and other 
information organisations and 
deploying information technologies in 
effective and innovative ways. In this 
module, we will take a socio-technical 
approach to understand the people 
who design, implement, manage, and 
use technologies and the work 
involved in acquiring, organising, and 
providing access to information, as 
well as the broad range of topics, 
issues, and methodologies in 
information research. 

IS40630  Digital curation core 

concepts 

 Digital material is ubiquitous. 

However, if this data is not cared for, 

it will not be accessible in the future. 

Until recently, preservation, applied 

well after the digital item was created, 

had been the main method used to 

maintain digital materials over time. 

However, new technologies have 

raised additional challenges beyond 

which preservation can address. It has 

become clear that maintaining digital 

material needs to start before the 

point of creation, to ensure continued 

access over time. This course provides 

an introduction to the digital curation 

lifecycle as a strategy to manage the 

creation, conservation, and 

preservation of and long term access 

to digital materials. 

IS30050  
 

Information architecture 5 Why is it that some websites are a 

pleasure to use while others are 

simply infuriating? Why is it we can 

find our way easily around some sites, 

while others lose us within seconds? 

Why do some sites appear to cater for 

their users while others just don’t? 

The answer to all of these questions 

involves Information Architecture. 



The Information Architecture Institute 

defines information architecture as 

"the art and science of organising and 

labelling websites, intranets, online 

communities and software to support 

usability". In this module you will 

learn about creating efficient, 

effective and easily navigable 

websites, and you will design and 

create the information architecture 

for a website in the process. 

IS30070  Cybersoc? Technical culture 

communications 

5 The module examines anthropological 

perspectives on information and 

technology, and empirical evidence 

regarding the impact of new 

technologies on communities and 

groups. Topics include the sociology of 

information, the impact of social 

media, global culture, virtual 

communities, and the transformation 

of community. Students conduct 

empirical research on the impact of 

new communication technologies on a 

specific social group or set of social 

practices, and use their case study as 

the basis for discussion in class. 

IS30320  Current trends social 

computing 

5 Social computing tends to imply 
participation in the networks, 
programs and services made possible 
through the internet. Whether 
through joining, liking, up-voting, 
posting, editing, following or sharing, 
individuals can build their own social 
networks with services such as 
Twitter, LinkedIn and Facebook. 
This module focuses on the aspect 
and application of social computing in 
relation to citizen science. 

IS40030  People information & 

communications 

5 In this seminar module, students 

explore theoretical foundations and 

research regarding how people 

interact with information, importantly 

including how they identify, access, 

create, communicate, and use 

information. In addition, they consider 



how theories and research results 

apply to the design of effective 

information services and information 

systems in a variety of contexts, e.g., 

workplace, educational, health care, 

personal, and leisure settings. 

IS40560  Digital libraries 5 Digital libraries offer exciting 

possibilities for providing access to 

digital and digitised content, but raise 

numerous technical, social, and 

organisational challenges. This module 

examines some of the issues 

associated with the evolving concept 

and development of digital libraries 

and create a small DL of their own. 

Topics include the evolution of digital 

libraries; their social, technical, and 

related dimensions; the creation and 

management of digital resources, 

including data and data repositories; 

and digital library services, use, and 

users. 

IS40690  Special topics in info and 

communications 

5 This module includes current topics in 

information and communication 

studies. It focuses on the social media 

in health and health communication.  

The use of freely available analytical 

tools and their applicability to health 

communication will be explored. 

Other topics include developing a 

digital communications strategy for 

health information. Students also 

maintain a discussion blog to 

comment and reflect upon the 

readings and lectures. 

IS40650  Research Data Management 

 

10 Increasingly, data are viewed as 

products to be managed, shared, and 

reused. Managing data is a complex 

process and involves technology, 

knowledge organization, information 

policy, and knowledge of the research 

process.  This module surveys 

practices, services, technologies, and 

policy involved in managing research 



data: data management practices; 

national and international data policy, 

and the role and nature of data in 

diverse disciplines and institutions. 

The module is intended for graduate 

students and professionals in 

information studies or in any domain 

that requires the management of 

research data. 

IS50080 PhD skills 5  In order to succeed as an academic 

researcher, a student must develop 

additional skills beyond the final 

construction of a thesis. This module 

addresses these needs by offering 

students the ability to plan their 

research, guest lecture effectively, 

develop academic writing skills, 

complete presentations and get the 

most out of academic conferences. 

Please note this module involves 

guest lectures from all ICS academic 

staff. In class, exercises will vary 

depending on instructor. The module 

coordinator will be responsible for 

administering final grades. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

School of Law  

  

Module Code Module Name Credits Description 

LAW40120  

 

Environmental law and policy   10 Environmental law forms a 
fundamental part of how our 
society interacts with its natural 
surroundings. This course 
comprises a practical, in-depth 
examination of environmental law, 



with a focus on European and 
international perspectives. It traces 
the development of EU and 
international environmental law to 
date and will analyse the legal 
principles applied to 
environmental protection.  

LAW40230  

 

Media regulation   10 This course is designed to educate 
and inform students about the 
regulatory environment in which 
the media operates, and to 
encourage them to critically 
analyse upon the implications 
which the current system has for 
media freedom, journalistic ethics 
and practices, democracy and 
governance. The module examines 
the many recent developments in 
media law and regulation which 
have occurred in Ireland. These 
include the establishment of the 
Press Ombudsman and Press 
Council, the creation of the new 
Broadcasting Authority of Ireland, 
the reform of the laws of privacy 
and defamation, the issues 
surrounding media ownership, the 
regulation of political journalism 
and advertising, and the 
implications of emerging online 
media. The course focuses on 
these advanced regulatory issues 
and encourages students to 
critically reflect on the practical 
and more theoretical challenges 
raised by media regulation. 

LAW40760  

 

NGO law   10 This module examines the 

international and comparative law 

of ‘civil society.’ Using Ireland as a 

case-study, it explores the political, 

social and legal context in which 

NGOs operate in Ireland, 

neighbouring jurisdictions and 

internationally. It seeks to map 

regulatory trends in charity law 

and to relate strategies of non-



profit involvement in policy 

formation and interaction with the 

state and market sectors to wider 

societal factors (e.g. a country's 

welfare arrangements, policy-

making infrastructure and service 

delivery capacity). The emphasis is 

comparative and the experience of 

other countries is used as a lens 

through which to view the 

situation in Ireland. 

LAW41040  

 

Law and governance of the EU   10 This module asks the question: 

what is the role of law in the 

governance of the EU? This 

involves identifying and analysing 

the nature of the rule of law, the 

constitutionalisation of the EU and 

the nature of governance in 

general and in the EU in particular. 

Having briefly reviewed EU legal 

structures, the module turns to 

specific examples of governance 

structures in the EU especially 

networks and soft law noting their 

relationship with hard law and the 

extent to which they challenge or 

meet rule of law requirements 

such as accountability. In the 

process the interplay of law and 

governance in particular sectors 

such as fiscal governance, 

competition and the internal 

market are analysed. 

LAW41310  

 

Immigration and asylum law   10 States have a right under 

international law to limit access by 

non-citizens to a state. However, 

this right is necessarily limited and 

prescribed. Immigration and 

asylum law raise questions 

regarding the ability of states to 

regulate or control in-ward 

migration for certain categories of 

non-citizen. Immigration & asylum: 

law, politics & rights is designed for 



both law and non-law students. 

With profound changes expected 

to the Irish immigration and 

asylum systems over the coming 

years, this course is useful to a 

wide variety of individuals. A sound 

knowledge and understanding of 

the legal rules and principles that 

have evolved to govern 

immigration and asylum law is 

useful and necessary for all 

persons operating in government, 

national and international 

governmental organisations, 

politics, business, as practising 

lawyers, policy makers, or as rights 

advocates within the international 

and national non-governmental 

sector (NGOs). 

LAW41090  

 

Climate change law and policy   10 Climate change is one of the 
greatest challenges of our time. 
This module critically examines the 
regulatory responses to climate 
change across the globe: 
internationally, at EU level, at State 
level, and locally. Both mitigation 
and adaptation responses will be 
dealt with, as well as examples of 
climate litigation to date across the 
globe.  As regulatory responses can 
only be understood and evaluated 
if the complexity of the problem 
itself is understood, the module 
will be interdisciplinary in nature, 
including lectures on the science of 
climate change, the economics of 
climate change, the politics of 
climate change, and ethical/justice-
based approaches to climate 
change. The aim is to achieve a rich 
and evidence-based understanding 
of the regulatory challenges 
entailed by this vital issue.  

LAW40180 Regulation of food safety  10 The policy area of food safety and 

quality currently represents one of 

the most contested spheres of 



regulation in part as a result of the 

variety of interests affected by the 

production and consumption of 

food. In addition to this variety, the 

contestation also results from the 

variety of actors at different levels 

which regulate food safety and 

quality (World Trade 

Organisations, European Union, 

States, non-State actors etc). This 

course addresses how these 

different interests and actors 

interact to regulate the safety and 

quality of food by examining the 

current and future challenges in 

the regulation of food safety and 

quality. 

LAW40780  Law of the ECHR 10 This course involves a critical 
examination of key aspects of the 
operation and substantive law of 
the European Convention on 
Human Rights (ECHR). In particular, 
this course focuses on the 
incorporation of the ECHR into 
domestic law; the individual-
complaint procedure and the 
operation of the European Court of 
Human Rights(ECHR); methods of 
interpretation by the European 
Court of Human Rights; as well as 
in-depth analysis and critical 
evaluation of the ECHR’s 
jurisprudence across a 
representative selection of rights in 
the ECHR. 

LAW41150  

 

Online regulation 10 This module examines current 

issues in internet regulation. It 

considers the legal, regulatory and 

technical framework within which 

internet activities take place and 

examines how particular areas fit 

within that framework. It assesses 

the notion of the internet as a 

borderless space and tackles the 

ways in which the law has 



responded to reassert jurisdictional 

boundaries. It examines the 

growth in technological responses 

(such as internet filtering) which 

may bypass the legal system. Areas 

of particular focus include 

responses to domain name 

disputes, cybercrime, online 

harassment/defamation and 

filesharing. 

LAW41160  

 

International criminal justice 10 The module considers how 

international criminal law has 

emerged as a distinct body of law. 

It then examines how the 

international legal community has 

responded to issues such as 

genocide, war crimes and crimes 

against humanity, by establishing 

international and hybrid courts and 

tribunals. These include the 

International Criminal Court, the 

Special Court for Sierra Leone, and 

the International Criminal 

Tribunals for Rwanda and 

Yugoslavia. We will also consider 

the operation of international 

criminal law in national legal 

systems.  It explores issues around 

criminal responsibility, defences 

and immunities, as well as 

alternatives to international 

criminal courts (such as amnesties 

and truth commissions). 

 

School of Philosophy  

Module Code Module Name Credits Description 

PHIL41280  Feminist & gender theory 10 This module introduces to students 
the key concepts and debates in 
feminist thought. It constitutes a 
survey of feminist theory, 
exploring confluences and 
divergences in the development of 
particular bodies of feminist 



thought, while situating these in 
the wider context of debates in 
social and political theory. It covers 
a range of feminist theoretical 
trajectories, including liberalism, 
socialist and Marxist feminism, 
psychoanalytic feminism, care 
ethics, Black and postcolonial 
feminism, postmodern feminism, 
and affect and new materialist 
feminisms. 

PHIL41340  Kant on aesthetics & nature 10 This module will consist in the 
close analysis and interpretation of 
one of the most intriguing and 
influential books in the history of 
philosophy: Immanuel Kant's 
Critique of the Power of Judgment, 
i.e. the 'Third Critique'. In this text 
Kant attempts to unify the realms 
of moral freedom and 
deterministic nature through a 
conception of our capacity for 
purposive, reflecting judgment. In 
reflecting on nature and its 
products we seem to have a 
justified but problematic sense 
that nature itself is not only a 
lawful machine but is also 
purposively ordered: that nature 
exhibits phenomena that are both 
beautiful and sublime, as if made 
for us to admire; that nature's 
living organisms and their parts are 
exquisitely designed in a way that 
requires explanation in terms of 
purposes.  

PHIL41360  Pragmatism & the real 10 What’s real? The word 'real' is 

hardly a piece of high jargon or 

technical language—people make 

decisions about what’s real and 

what’s not in many different 

contexts, and most of the time 

there’s no problem about the 

meaning of the term. But things 

are very different when using the 

term in philosophical contexts, 



where decisions about what’s real 

usually get systematized and 

transformed into a doctrinaire 

'ism'. There are long-standing 

debates about Platonic realism, 

realism about the 'external world,' 

modal realism, scientific realism, 

moral realism, etc. In philosophy, 

questions about what’s real 

suddenly become difficult 

metaphysical problems. 

Pragmatism is generally an anti-

metaphysical view, but even 

pragmatists have to decide which 

claims to reality (or denials 

thereof) they endorse.  

PHIL41320  Topics in continental 

philosophy 

10 How do we understand encounters 

between self and other? What is 

the relation between subjectivity 

and intersubjective life? This 

module examines different 

philosophical perspectives for 

analyzing encounters between self 

and other, and investigates 

alternative theories of recognition 

and intersubjectivity in the 

tradition of continental philosophy. 

Themes covered include the 

subject, intersubjectivity, 

recognition, difference, power, 

domination, and self/other 

relations.  

PHIL41230  Phenomenology: Selected 

readings 

10 This module involves a critical 

reading of selected key texts in 

twentieth-century phenomenology 

and existentialism. It traces the 

major themes and movements in 

phenomenology and existentialism 

through several key thinkers: Franz 

Brentano on intentionality, 

Edmund Husserl, Edith Stein on 

empathy, Martin Heidegger on the 

transcendence of Dasein, Jean-Paul 

Sartre on the body, Simone de 



Beauvoir, Maurice Merleau-Ponty, 

and Irish Marion Young, among 

others. Themes that will be 

critically considered include: 

intentionality, consciousness, self-

consciousness, embodiment, 

perception, emotion, empathy, 

intersubjectivity, and the 

constitution of the life-world. 

PHIL40970  Philosophy of mind 10 This course covers some of the 

main topics and theories in the 

philosophy of mind and in the 

contemporary philosophy of 

cognitive science. In the first part, 

we address the mind-body 

problem, which concerns the 

relationship between mind and 

body. It looks at traditional 

answers, ranging from dualism to 

materialism, and at more recent 

views, such as functionalism, the 

computational theory of mind, and 

connectionism. We also discuss the 

seemingly intractable problem of 

mental causation. In the second 

part, we shift our focus to some of 

the issues that have been 

discussed more recently, and we 

pursue empirically informed 

approaches.  

PHIL40430  Philosophy of the emotions 10 Through a combination of the 

studying of key texts and the 

tackling of a structure of central 

questions in the philosophical 

treatment of emotion, this course 

addresses competing theories of 

the nature of emotion, emotional 

rationality, emotional knowledge, 

emotional recalcitrance, the social 

purpose of emotional expression, 

and the use of emotions as ways of 

perceiving evaluative aspects of 

the subject's situation. It engages 

with such things as pride, fear, 



anger, jealousy and shame. 

PHIL41380  Dealing with disagreement 10 In today’s complex societies many 
of our decisions depend on expert 
advice and opinion, but experts 
can and do disagree, sometimes 
vehemently, and not all their 
disagreements seem open to 
resolution. An immediate question 
facing all of us, and not just those 
in public positions of decision 
making, in particular when it 
comes to decisions concerning 
some of the greatest challenges 
facing humanity, such as 
environmental policy, is how to 
react to seemingly “faultless 
disagreement” among experts, or 
disagreements where neither side 
seems to be making any obvious 
errors, and its sorry corollary, the 
misrepresentation and 
misunderstanding of this in the 
media and civic society. In this 
module we investigate the ill 
understood, but socially and 
politically significant phenomenon 
of peer disagreement. The ultimate 
goal of the course is to gain a 
better understanding of the role 
and consequences of disagreement 
among scientific experts and its 
implications for policy decisions by 
governmental agencies and the 
formation of public opinion.  

PHIL40410  Philosophy & literature 10 In this course we explore the 
intersections between philosophy 
and literature through a 
consideration of the relationship 
between the reader and the text. 
Our investigations are structured 
around the themes of ethicality, 
loss, materiality, and anxiety. We 
will consider how these themes are 
explored in both philosophy and 
literature, and how a reading of 
philosophical and literary texts 
next to one another complicates 



each and reveals alternative 
insights. In the first part of the 
course we look at possible 
responses to these questions 
through a range of literary works 
that may include J.M. Coetzee, 
Toni Morrion, Ralph Ellison, Henry 
James and Donald Ryan. Alongside 
these works we may consider 
essays by Richard Rorty, Martha 
Nussbaum, Cora Diamond, and 
Stanley Cavell.  

PHIL41390  Immortality 10 Filmmaker Woody Allen famously 

claimed that he didn’t want to 

achieve immortality through his 

works; he wanted to achieve 

immortality through not dying. 

He’s certainly not alone in his 

desire for immortality. The fact 

that we will eventually die is often 

thought to be one of the most 

regrettable facts about the human 

condition. But whilst the prospect 

of death often fills us with fear and 

anxiety, would the alternative 

option -- of living forever, of being 

immortal -- really be such a good 

thing? After all, many fictions 

portray immortals as being rather 

unfortunate creatures who wish 

for nothing more than being being 

mortal (think of Connor MacLeod 

from "Highlander"). We will read a 

variety of articles from the 

contemporary philosophical 

literature aimed at addressing this 

question, starting with a seminal 

paper by Bernard Williams ("The 

Makropulos Case") in which it is 

argued that all forms of 

immortality are undesirable. 

PHIL40840  Autonomy as a philosophical 

problem 

10 The exercise of autonomy is among 

the most valued of human 

capacities. Civilized societies aspire 

to the rational exercise of freedom. 



Scanlon defines autonomous 

persons as "sovereign in deciding 

what to believe and in weighing 

competing reasons for action." And 

the sovereign persons operate 

under their "own canons of 

rationality" and "cannot accept 

without independent consideration 

the judgment of others" about the 

actions they are expected to 

undertake. This module explores 

the theory of autonomy and the 

wide range of difficulties that 

attach to it. 

PHIL40420  The good society 10 What is the place of protest and 

resistance in any "good society"? 

Sparked off by recent events in the 

real world, there has been a 

renewal of academic interest in 

this question. In the module we 

consider the question of the place 

of protest and resistance in 

contemporary democratic life. In 

doing so, we compare and contrast 

distinct forms of democratic 

protest, especially civil 

disobedience and whistle-blowing, 

and ask how these forms of protest 

are best conceptualised. We also 

consider alternative modes of 

political resistance.  

PHIL41350  Metaphysics 10 In this course we address some 

contemporary philosophical 

questions concerning the nature of 

time and possibility. As for time, 

we think about questions such as: 

what sort of picture of time do we 

get from contemporary physics, 

and how far should the philosophy 

of time defer to physics?  

PHIL40250  Merleau-Ponty's 

phenomenology of perception 

10 This module comprises a close 

reading of phenomenology of 

perception, one of the most 



significant treatments of 

philosophy of perception in the 

European tradition. Merleau-Ponty 

offers a sustained critique of the 

portrait view of perception and 

argues that the embodied 

perceiver must actively 

appropriate and organise the 

perceptible environment as a 

condition of having a world. We 

begin with his  

initial adaptation of 

phenomenology, and proceed to 

outline his arguments against 

objectivism as found in the 

empiricist and intellectualist 

approaches to perception. 

Merleau-Ponty's proposed 

alternative founded on 

phenomenological description will 

then be explicated in detail.  

PHIL41370  Philosophy of criminal law 10 This module starts with the basic 

philosophical questions: in the 

paradigm case, what does it mean 

for the judge to hold the defendant 

responsible for having committed 

an offence? In what ways can the 

defendant deny responsibility for 

the offence? On what basis does 

the jury make their decision about 

guilt? What sort of factors are 

mitigating and aggravating, and 

why? How exactly is the state 

justified in punishing the offender? 

This involves a detailed 

examination of responsibility and 

excuses (esp. duress, provocation, 

self-defence, insanity), and at 

different kinds of mental state 

(intention, recklessness, 

negligence). We also examine the 

important complexities and 

paradoxes surrounding conspiracy, 

complicity and collective 



responsibility. The module is 

designed for students of 

philosophy, political science and 

law. No prior knowledge of the law 

is required, but a familiarity with 

moral philosophy or political 

theory or legal theory 

(jurisprudence) is strongly 

recommended. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   
 

School of Politics & International Relations  

Module Code Module Name Credits Description 

POL41030  Theory of human rights 10 Human rights play a peculiar role in 

contemporary national and 

international affairs. They are, first 

and foremost, moral rights that all 

human beings should be 

guaranteed, but they also require 

implementation in positive law and 

institutions. This module examines 

some of the most prominent 

theories of rights and examines 



some of the problems that arise 

from human rights talk and human 

rights implementation. These 

include various challenges to the 

idea of human rights, conflicts 

between rights, human rights and 

democracy and the relation 

between human rights and 

distributive justice. 

POL41710:  The ethics of immigration and 

citizenship* 

10 This is a seminar-based module 
addressing normative issues about 
immigration and access to 
citizenship. For example, what are, 
or should be, the grounds on which 
citizenship is acquired and lost? On 
what basis, if at all, should states 
be able to exclude, or to select 
among, would be-immigrants? To 
what extent is it justified for states 
to treat resident non-citizens 
differently from citizens? What 
conditions can be required of 
immigrants in order to become 
citizens? We examine a range of 
approaches and arguments 
developed with respect to these 
issues in contemporary political 
theory. Topics for consideration 
will include: borders and free 
movement; justice with respect to 
permanent migrants, temporary 
workers, refugees and asylum 
seekers; family migration; and 
citizenship acquired by birth right 
and by naturalization.  

POL40380 Ethnicity and conflict* 10 This seminar course takes a 

theoretically informed view of how 

policy priorities come to be shaped 

and translated into commitments 

backed by state authority. It 

considers themes such as how 

actors and institutions are 

conceptualised; policy cycles; how 

we understand policy change 

through Europeanization, policy 

learning and diffusion; the role of 



new ideas and the institutional 

context of their reception; and the 

growth of new modes of 

governance 

POL40160  

 

Comparative public policy 10 This seminar explores a range of 

concepts, theories and findings in 

public policy research with a view 

to understanding similarities and 

differences in policies across 

advanced industrial societies. In 

doing so, it deals with issues of 

definition, classification and 

measurement. What is policy? 

What is the difference between 

policy outputs and policy 

outcomes? How can they be 

measured? How can we distinguish 

types of policy and is it useful to do 

so? We also examine existing 

research that seeks to explain 

policy outputs and policy 

outcomes. Why do some countries 

respond differently to similar 

problems? What does the policy 

making process look like? Which 

factors influence policy making? Do 

policy actors like parties and 

interest groups matter? Do 

interests or ideas matter? Do 

policy makers undergo a learning 

process? Do they learn from one 

another's experiences? We will use 

discussion of these fundamental 

questions as a platform to explore 

substantive policy areas. The 

course is centred on weekly 

reading and participation in class. It 

places a strong emphasis on recent 

research literature that uses a wide 

range of methods. This course is a 

useful complement to EU-centred 

policy studies. 

GSHS50050  Development PhD roundtable   5 PhD students from various 

disciplines present, discuss and 



analyse their individual research 

projects. This module is open to 

PhD students with a research 

interest in development, poverty 

reduction, sustainable 

development goals and any other 

related issues. Students are 

expected to discuss their research 

topic and actively participate in 

discussions. 

* Please consult with the Module Coordinator before signing up. 

 

 

 

 

  

School of Psychology  

  

Module Code Module Name Credits Description 

PSY40130  

 

Disability policy and legislation   5 In this module students look at the 

history of disability policy, the 

articles of Irish legislation that 

affect people with disabilities; key 

Irish policy documents such as 

Strategy for Equality and Vision for 

Change; and some examples of 

cases from Irish, European and 

American law on disability. 

PSY40270  Ethics in psychological 

research   

5 Consideration of ethical issues is 
central to all research conducted 
with human participants. The aim 
of this course is to familiarise 
postgraduate students with the 
common ethical issues in 
psychological research, and to 
support them in identifying the 
issues specific to their own 
research. This module assists 
students in completing and 
submitting a formal ethics proposal 
to the relevant ethics board(s).  

PSY40500  

 

Perspectives on disability   10 This module provides students 

with an introduction to the broad 



range of perspectives on disability. 

The module explores physical, 

sensory and intellectual disabilities 

that are both congenital and 

acquired, as well as mental health 

difficulties and other chronic 

conditions. The module is 

grounded in a disability studies 

framework, and within this context 

will consider the experiences of 

these groups from the perspectives 

of theory, research and 

application. 

PSY40060  

 

Research methods   5 The main aim of this module is to 

familiarise students with the range 

of research methodologies that are 

available in both qualitative and 

quantitative research. Students are 

also made aware of the theoretical 

approaches underlying research 

and applied issues in real world 

research. The course also aims to 

provide students with some of the 

skills required to critically evaluate 

research. This module is 

particularly suitable for students 

with limited research background 

or experience. 

PSY40220  

 

Advanced qualitative design   5 Qualitative research methods have 

the potential to make a significant 

contribution to research that aims 

to understand human behaviour. 

The aim of this course is to refresh 

graduate students' knowledge of 

the principles of qualitative 

research and allow them to 

critically evaluate common 

approaches to qualitative design 

and analysis. This module is 

suitable for graduate students 

from a range of disciplines and for 

those with limited experience of 

qualitative research 

PSY40290  Developing a research design   5 The aim of this course is to guide 



 graduate students in the 

development of a feasible research 

proposal. It will discuss a range of 

methodological approaches in 

applied research, including 

qualitative, quantitative and mixed 

methods approaches. This module 

will assist students in developing a 

clear research question and 

identifying the approach and 

specific research design that best 

suits their research question. The 

module takes the form of 

interactive seminars where 

students present their ideas and 

work together to identify and 

address research design challenges 

 

 

School of Social Work, Social Policy & Social Justice  

  

Module Code Module Name Credits Description 

SPOL40450  

 

Evidence-based policy making 10 In this module students examines 

the generation and analysis of 

evidence to inform policy making 

and the assessment of the 

implementation and impact of 

public policies. The first of these 

issues is addressed during the 

opening part of the module. These 

sessions will examine: 

- The challenges of providing 

evidence for policy making and the 

use (and abuse) of evidence in 

policy design 

- the sources of data most 

commonly employed to inform 

policy making and how these data 

can be accessed and analysed.  

The second part of the module the 

methodologies most commonly 

employed in policy evaluation 



research and related approaches 

to assessing policy effectiveness 

such as cost benefit analyses are 

examined and their application in a 

number of evaluation research 

projects is critiqued. 

SPOL40530   

 

Drug use, community & 

society 

10 Drug and alcohol use and its 
impact is one of the most 
significant issues in society today. 
This module explores current and 
emerging drug and alcohol policy, 
including drug policy approaches, 
as well as strategies and 
interventions to reduce substance 
use, risk and harm. Substance use 
is considered and explored from 
the perspectives of crime, family 
and communities, with a particular 
focus on understanding complex 
interventions strategies, 
community responses and 
individual responses to drug and 
alcohol use. The complex interplay 
of drug and alcohol use with issues 
such as domestic violence, 
community violence, crime, 
intimidation, and social 
disadvantage are considered and 
explored. The planning, 
development and delivery of 
substance use responses at agency 
and community level are 
considered, together with 
emerging debates and issues in 
regard to drug and alcohol use, 
supply and impact on families and 
communities. 

SPOL40470  

 

Comparing healthcare systems 10 This course is designed for 

students who want to explore 

various themes in health care 

systems and policy reforms, from 

historical, economic, political and 

sociological perspectives. Taking a 

comparative approach, with a 

particular focus on industrial 

advanced economies, it aims to 



introduce the students to the 

workings of the health care 

systems in different societies, 

while providing a strong 

background in the analytical 

frameworks of comparative social 

policy. Themes covered in the 

course include the historical 

foundations of different health 

care systems; similarities and 

differences in the way health care 

is financed, provided and 

regulated; contemporary debates 

on health care reforms such as 

economic sustainability, erosion of 

universal access, quality 

improvement, patient safety, 

medical tourism and migration of 

health care professionals 

SSJ40010   

 

Feminist egalitarian research 10 Research perspectives and 

principles within feminist, 

participative and egalitarian theory 

and practice will be the focus of 

this course. An opportunity to 

explore debates concerning 

different research methodologies 

and perspectives will be provided. 

Early sessions will focus on the 

principles of egalitarian and 

feminist research. Debates on 

epistemological perspectives and 

methodologies within social, 

historical and cultural approaches 

to research will be explored. The 

uses of quantitative methods in 

egalitarian and feminist social 

research will be examined through 

looking at selected examples from 

contemporary Irish and 

international research. Other 

sessions will explore important 

developments in qualitative 

methodologies with particular 

emphasis on post-colonial 



research, research with indigenous 

peoples and research with 

vulnerable social groups. Different 

qualitative approaches to narrative 

analysis and developments in 

voice-related analysis will be 

explored. Issues of ethics and 

access to data in the research 

process will be examined and the 

relationship between the 

researcher and the researched will 

be discussed.  

School of Sociology  

  

Module code Module Name Credits Description 

SOC40230  
 

Economic globalisation and 

social change 

10 Globalisation is a contested idea. 

For some it implies a new world 

where social practices must adapt 

to market 'realities'. For others it 

has become a code word for 

neoliberal capitalism. This course 

examines this contested meaning 

by seeking to de-mystify some of 

social features of the global 

economy. It looks at the 

globalisation of trade, finance and 

production and examines the 

impact that they have on social 

movements. It also looks at the 

relationship between the nation 

state, multinational corporations 

and the globalised economy. It 

assesses the possibilities for 

resistance and human agency. 

Finally, the course looks at the 

variety of critiques made by the 

anti-globalisation movement. 

SOC40310  Health, illness and society 10 This module introduces medical 

sociology and seeks to explore 

sociological factors which impinge 

on health status, health chances 

and health care. It will look at 



concepts of health and illness, the 

social context of health and illness 

as well as changing patterns of 

health and illness, and the social 

organisation of both formal and 

informal health care. Theoretical 

issues addressed will include a 

critical analysis of formal Western 

medical approaches to health and 

health care. These theories will be 

applied to a number of substantive 

areas. Indicative content: 

Historical, sociological and cross-

cultural concepts of health and 

illness. The relationship between 

health cultural beliefs and 

practices. Lay and professional 

interpretations of health and 

illness in contemporary society. 

Problems in measuring health and 

illness. The social character of 

health and illness. The relationship 

between health beliefs and health 

behaviour. Disability, labelling and 

social stigma. Death dying and 

bereavement. The profession-

alisation of treatment and care. 

Interactions between health 

consumers and health 

professionals. Changing patterns of 

morbidity and mortality in the 

western and developing worlds 

SOC40330  Workshop in qualitative 

research 

10 This introductory module aims to 

equip students with the knowledge 

and skills necessary to carry out a 

qualitative research project. An 

understanding of qualitative 

research as a systematic and 

rigorous form of enquiry underpins 

the course. Topics covered will 

include the main characteristics of 

qualitative research, qualitative 

research design and the main 

methods of data collection used by 



qualitative researchers. The course 

will facilitate your development as 

a thinking qualitative practitioner 

through a combination of 

discussion of the methodological 

literature and exemplar qualitative 

studies, and ‘hands on’ experience 

of fieldwork. 

SOC40640  Social simulation methods and 

models 

10 This module is grounded on key 

concepts of analytical sociology, 

with particular focus on agent-

based models. Social dynamics is 

defined as the set of potentially 

heterogeneous individual 

behaviours and its ensuing 

collective outcomes. Throughout 

the semester you are expected to 

engage in discussions regarding the 

understanding of influences of 

both micro (local or individual) and 

macro (global or collective) 

dynamics. 

SOC40650  Social economic & political 10 This module is grounded on key 

concepts of analytical sociology, 

with particular focus on network 

analysis. Social dynamics is defined 

as the set of potentially 

heterogeneous individual 

behaviours and ensuing 

aggregated collective outcomes. 

You are expected to engage in 

discussions regarding the 

understanding of influences of 

both micro (local or individual) and 

macro (global or collective) 

dynamics.  

SOC40670  Global migration 10 Throughout history migration has 

fundamentally altered human 

societies so that ethno-racial 

difference remains central and 

profound a defining issue in the 

contemporary context. This 

module provides of 

racism/racialization and ethnicity 



within the unfolding of global 

migrations. In addition to looking 

at the various modalities and 

processes of migration taking place 

in various diverse countries - 

Ireland, Algeria, and China, it 

examines processes of nationalism, 

state formation, colonialism, 

labour recruitment and social 

closure that are correlated with 

such movements. Issues such as 

citizenship, integration, how 

migrants are perceived by states, 

lay individuals, businesses, will also 

be discussed in a historical and 

theoretical framework. In addition 

to scholarly books and articles the 

course will include films, 

documentaries and various policy 

documents. 

SOC 40720  Organised violence and 

society 

10 This module aims to explore the 

key issues and analytical 

approaches in the study of 

organised violence. The focus is on 

the macro historical and the micro 

sociological contributions to the 

study of violent action. The module 

examines the key theoretical and 

empirical studies on violence and 

provide a thematic and critical 

survey of up to date sociological 

research on warfare, revolutions, 

terrorisms, insurgencies, riots and 

other violent phenomena. This 

module seeks to analyse the 

complex and contradictory 

relationships between organised 

violence and broader social 

cleavages including the links 

between nationalism, religion, 

social stratification and the violent 

social action. 

SOC40730  Cultural theories and 

applications 

10 This module provides a detailed 
introduction to a number of 



distinguished theorists and 
practitioners who have worked in 
cultural sociology or in 
neighbouring fields and disciplines 
such as cultural history and 
social/cultural anthropology.  

SOC40770  Analytical sociology and 

applications 

10 Analytical sociology is a strategy 

for understanding the social world. 

It is concerned with explaining 

important macro-level facts such 

as the diffusion of various social 

practices, patterns of segregation, 

network structures, typical beliefs, 

and common ways of acting. It 

explains such facts not merely by 

relating them to other macro-level 

facts, but by detailing in clear and 

precise ways the mechanisms 

through which they were brought 

about. This is accomplished by a 

detailed focus on individuals, 

actions and interactions, and the 

use of state-of-the-art simulation 

techniques to derive the macro-

level outcomes that such actions 

and interactions are likely to bring 

about. 

SOC40800  Everyday nationhood in 

comparative perspective 

10 Much of the literature on nations 

and nationalism has focused on the 

past and on the role of states and 

élites. In this module students are 

introduced to the emerging 

literature on everyday nationhood; 

that is, the nation today in the 

everyday life of everyday people. 

The particular nations covered in 

the module are limited to those in 

which such work is now emerging. 

To better understand everyday 

nationhood students also are 

introduced to the more established 

literature on the sociology of 

everyday life. Furthermore, 

students engage in a piece of 



practical visual research of 

everyday Irishness. 

SOC40810  Introduction to comparative 

social change: Concepts and 

cases 

10 Rather than a constant, stable 

structure, our social reality is in 

flux. Seemingly permanent fixtures 

of our social, demographic and 

political landscape fade, suddenly 

collapse and emerge within 

remarkably short periods of time. 

From the fall of the Berlin Wall to 

Brexit and from the Arab Spring to 

the Syrian Refugee Crisis, social 

currents ebb and flow in seeming 

unpredictable ways. Rather than 

accept that our society evolves 

randomly, this module seeks to 

offer insight into the theory and 

logic of social change. By necessity 

and preference, a comparative and 

case-study driven perspective will 

be the lens through which we seek 

to understand the link between 

broad systems of social change and 

specific examples drawn from a 

myriad of historical, recent and 

current events. 

SOC40830  Quantitative data analytics & 

applications 

10 Quantitative analysis is one of a 

wide menu of approaches to social 

science research. This module 

introduces the fundamentals of 

quantitative data analysis, with a 

particular emphasis on application. 

Working with real-world data, and 

with few assumptions of prior 

knowledge, it will equip you with a 

range of techniques to perform 

your own independent analyses, 

and design your own theoretically 

informed studies. The course will 

involve working with cross-

sectional, longitudinal, and 

geographical data, enabling you to 

study patterns of social change 

over space and time, whilst gently 



exposing you to the practice of 

multivariate data analysis. You will 

also gain good grounding in use of 

the data analysis package Stata, as 

well as tools for spatial data 

analysis. 

SOC40080  Policing and social conflict 10 This module examines a number of 

theoretical perspectives and 

contemporary debates surrounding 

the nature of social control, 

focusing largely on the sphere of 

policing. It begins by exploring the 

historical development of the 

police institution, and considers 

the various roles and functions 

associated with the police. It then 

considers the role that policing 

plays in wider society, how it 

relates to various cultural debates, 

and how it impacts on different 

sections of the public and 

intersects with various social 

conflicts. We examine the role that 

policing plays in divided societies, 

looking in detail at political 

violence and police reform in 

Northern Ireland. We also explore 

other developments - including the 

impact of private security as well 

as processes of globalisation - in 

terms of the impact they may have 

on the nature and delivery of 

policing and social control. 

SOC40130  Advanced workshop on the 

analysis of qualitative research 

10 In this course the inductive 

processes of analysis and 

classification are explored in order 

to clarify the steps to be taken in 

examining qualitative material. 

Examples of the process are given 

and students gain practice in 

applying the steps to data. Once 

students are at ease with this 

process the use of the software 

package NVivo will be introduced. 



Students will practise the 

preparation, importing and 

analysis of data using this 

programme. We will work with 

secondary data archived with 

ISQDA and ESDS Qualidata. 

Students select a dataset to work 

with, carry out an analysis and 

produce output in report form. The 

course gives students hands-on, 

practical skills in qualitative data 

analysis. This is an advanced 

module and it is strongly 

recommended that students taking 

this module have previous 

experience or knowledge of 

qualitative research methods. 

SOC40220  Sociological research: 

Theoretical and applied issues 

10 The course looks at the underlying 

issues that sociological researchers 

face in their everyday practice. It 

examines the differing 

philosophies that are associated 

with the choice of using qualitative 

or quantitative research. It 

discusses specific issues such as: is 

there 'value-free' research; 

feminism and research 

methodology; the use of official 

statistics; research on elite or 

marginalised groups. It looks at the 

strengths and weakness of both 

conventional, positivist research 

and research inspired by critical 

theory. The course requires a 

strong level of engagement from 

students who are required to read 

a number of research articles each 

week and make assessments of 

their design, methodology and 

content. 

SOC40610  Race, space & place 10 This course explores the ways in 

which ‘race’ is constructed, 

experienced and transformed 

through our engagement with the 



social formations, power 

relationships and practices that 

shape our lives. It does so, 

however, within an intersectional 

framework whereby the dynamics 

and operations of race, gender, 

class, sexuality and so on are 

mutually constitutive.  

SOC40620  Ethnicity & nationalism 10 This module explores the key 

theoretical approaches in the study 

of ethnicity and nationalism. The 

focus is on understanding the 

sociological foundations of the 

large scale historical changes that 

have shaped the world over the 

last 250 years. The module 

provides a thematic survey of 

these long term historical 

developments with a spotlight on 

the relationships between 

ethnicity, nationalism and 

modernity. More specifically the 

module addresses the cultural, 

political, economic, and social 

aspects of nation formation in 

Europe and other continents. The 

module aims to examine major 

research traditions in the study of 

ethnicity and nationalism, and to 

relate these approaches to other 

key themes in sociology. 

SOC40760  Dynamic social networks 10 This module gives an introduction 

to dynamic social networks. Topics 

include the visualization and 

statistical modelling of network 

dynamics, e.g. stochastic-actor 

oriented network models, co-

evolution of networks and actor 

attributes, (temporal) exponential 

random graph models and 

relational event analysis. The 

module covers the theoretical 

foundation of these methods, but 

also gives hands-on instructions 



and examples for performing such 

analyses. Throughout the module 

students use the software R. 

SOC40780  Computational sociology and 

complex data applications 

10 The module gives an introduction 

and overview of the emergent field 

of computational social science. It 

is not a methodology course but 

more of an exploration into how 

we can use the emergent discipline 

of CSS to explore social science 

problems and some examples of 

this from industry case studies and 

the public sector. In this sense we 

are looking at the broader research 

design issues which arise in this 

area of social science research 

work. The module consists of a 

series of presentations and 

interactive sessions, with lots of 

opportunities for you to engage 

and contribute to the discussion. 

SOC40790  
 

Art, knowledge and social 

change 

 This module examines the 

dynamics, roles and politics of 

culture, art and creative agency in 

the reproduction and 

transformation of society. It 

focuses on the ways socially 

engaged art/artists speak to and 

trouble the discursive and 

institutional formations that 

render difference ‘problematic’ 

and that contribute to the material 

consequences of marginalisation, 

disenfranchisement and inequality.  

SOC40870  
 

Labour markets and 

institutions 

 Referred to School 
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Module Code Module Name Credits Description 



 

MEEN40670 Technical communication 5 This module looks at some of the 

principles of communication in 

technical topics, applied to both 

oral (primarily) and written 

communications. One of the 

exercises will be set up in such a 

way as to allow feedback on what 

has been communicated to a 

genuine target audience. This is 

much more powerful than simply 

an objective ‘critique’ on the part 

of a disinterested observer. 

The content of the module has a 

solid grounding in fields of 

cognitive and educational 

psychology and does not draw on 

unfounded rules-of-thumb such as 

‘one slide per minute’ or ‘no more 

than 5 words per bullet point’. 

There will be a large degree of 

creativity and self-learning. 

Students will be asked to select 

their own case study material, 

their own communication topics, 

and devise their own approaches 

to each exercise. 
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